Journal of Iranian International Legal Studies https:// Journal iintbar.org

ISSN 2957-2169

Y = A
AT A K2R
DOI: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14038492 ol L @@
WA/
Cite this article (APA) Davoudpour, A. R. (2024). Categorization of NSy
Eutopia in Mainstream Philosophical and Religious Perspectives: An Analytical
Exploration of the Ideal Paradise. Journal of Iranian International Legal Studies,

5(1), A2. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.14038492

oo Lreporave s

Categorization of Eutopia in Mainstream Philosophical and
Religious Perspectives: An Analytical Exploration of the Ideal
Paradise

Amirali R. Davoudpour

Iranian Canon of Medicine and Law, Administrative Wing of Law and Healing Association,
Iranian Watchdog of Medicine and Law, Tehran-Iran

Email of the corresponding author: davoudpour@canmedlaw.org
Accepted and published November, 2024

This article is published under CC BY 4.0 creative common license that Allows others to distribute,
remix, adapt, and build upon the work, even commercially, as long as they credit the original
creator.

Abstract

The quest for Eutopia, or an idealized realm of ultimate happiness and fulfillment, is a universal
human endeavor that has inspired a range of religious, philosophical, and sociopolitical visions.
This article examines the concept of Eutopia across different frameworks, including Acquired
Eutopia, Promised Eutopia, Philosophical Eutopia, Inherited Eutopia, and Socially
Constructed Eutopia. Utilizing verses from the Qur'an, Bible, and other religious scriptures,
alongside insights from notable philosophers.
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Introduction

The idea of Eutopia, from the Greek words "eu" (good) and "topos"
(place), represents the ideal state or place of ultimate happiness that
people have envisioned through religious, philosophical, and social
lenses. This study investigates how various doctrines and
philosophical perspectives define, seek, or promise Eutopia,
drawing from ancient texts and modern interpretations to illuminate
diverse conceptualizations of paradise. By grounding each Eutopian
category in scripture and philosophical reflection, this study offers
a comprehensive look at how humanity across ages has
conceptualized their ideals.

1. Acquired Eutopia
Definition and Characteristics

Acquired Eutopia is an individually crafted paradise, reached
through personal discipline, inner peace, and self-development. It
aligns closely with Aristotle’s idea of eudaimonia, or human
flourishing, which he describes as the "activity of the soul in
accordance with virtue" (Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Book I,
Chapter 7). This philosophy views happiness as something
cultivated through virtuous action, a self-built Eutopia achieved
through alignment with one’s own moral compass (Kraut, 2020).

Examples in Eastern Philosophy and Religious Scriptures

In Eastern philosophies, the Acquired Eutopia resonates with the
Buddhist concept of nirvana. As stated in the Dhammapada, “Just as
a storm cannot overturn a mountain, so temptation cannot shake the
person who is wise and humble” (Dhammapada 6:7). In Buddhist
tradition, nirvana is the self-realized state of liberation from
suffering, achieved through ethical living, mindfulness, and
meditation (Batchelor, 2011).

The Qur'an emphasizes inner paradise through self-purification:
"And whoever purifies himself does so for the benefit of his own
soul" (Qur'an 35:18). This internalized paradise represents a form of
Acquired Eutopia where individuals cultivate inner harmony and
alignment with divine principles through personal discipline.
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Stoic Philosophy and the Inner Kingdom

The Stoics, like Epictetus and Marcus Aurelius, taught that paradise
could be found within oneself. Epictetus wrote, "No man is free who
is not master of himself" (Epictetus, Discourses), highlighting that
happiness arises from self-control and mastery over desires. Marcus
Aurelius likewise asserts in Meditations: "You have power over
your mind, not outside events. Realize this, and you will find
strength™ (Aurelius, Meditations 4.3).

2. Promised Eutopia
Definition and Characteristics

Promised Eutopia, or paradise assured by religious faith, involves a
divinely guaranteed paradise as a reward for virtuous living. In
contrast to the self-built paradise, Promised Eutopia relies on divine
intervention and is often depicted as eternal bliss in sacred texts.

Islamic Perspective

In Islam, Jannah (paradise) is described in the Qur'an as a lush and
fertile place where believers receive the ultimate peace and divine
presence. "But give good tidings to those who believe and do
righteous deeds, that they will have gardens beneath which rivers
flow™ (Qur'an 2:25). This promise provides both motivation and
comfort for believers, aligning the concept of paradise with rewards
for piety and devotion to God (Sachedina, 2018).

Christian Perspective

Christianity similarly emphasizes the eternal paradise of Heaven as
a Promised Eutopia. Jesus speaks of Heaven as a place of
abundance: "In my Father's house are many mansions... I go to
prepare a place for you™ (John 14:2). This Promised Eutopia
embodies the Christian belief in eternal life and peace for those who
live according to Jesus’ teachings (McGrath, 2017). Additionally,
the Book of Revelation paints a vivid picture of this Eutopia as a
place without suffering, where "God will wipe away every tear...
and there will be no more death or sorrow or pain" (Revelation
21:4).

Hindu and Sikh Scriptures

In Hinduism, Moksha (liberation) is the ultimate release from the
cycle of rebirth, representing a union with the divine. The Bhagavad
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Gita states, "When a man finds delight within himself, he finds true
happiness which is beyond the senses” (Bhagavad Gita 5:21),
emphasizing inner peace as a divine promise for the faithful.
Similarly, Sikhism offers a Promised Eutopia in Sach Khand, a state
of eternal truth where the soul resides with God, which is granted
through devotion and righteous living (Singh, 2005).

3. Philosophical Eutopia
Definition and Characteristics

Philosophical Eutopia includes collective visions for an ideal society
created through social, political, or economic structures that reflect
principles of justice, equity, or order. Thinkers throughout history
have crafted such utopian societies in their works, often aiming to
present models for social reform.

Plato’s Ideal State

Plato’s Republic proposes an ideal society governed by philosopher-
kings who embody wisdom and justice. According to Plato, "Justice
means minding your own business and not meddling with other
people’s concerns" (The Republic, Book V). His vision for Eutopia
is structured around the virtues of wisdom, courage, and
temperance, making it a model of societal balance and harmony
(Popper, 1966).

Karl Marx’s Vision of Communism

Karl Marx’s utopia takes the form of a classless society where all
resources are shared. Marx argued, "From each according to his
ability, to each according to his needs,” advocating a world where
material needs are met without exploitation (Marx, Critique of the
Gotha Program). Marx’s vision stands as a collective Eutopia based
on the equitable distribution of resources, opposing capitalist
structures and highlighting human welfare as the highest priority
(Wolff, 2002).

Dystopian Interpretations and Critiques

However, certain totalitarian regimes have twisted philosophical
ideals into dystopian extremes. George Orwell critiques such
regimes in 1984, where totalitarianism suppresses individuality
under the guise of an ideal state (Orwell, 1949). This illustrates how
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philosophical Eutopia, when misapplied, can devolve into a
controlled and oppressive society.

4. Inherited Eutopia
Definition and Characteristics

Inherited Eutopia pertains to paradise passed down through familial
or cultural inheritance. Often tied to notions of ancestral land or
divine favor, this concept of paradise suggests that one’s lineage or
heritage grants access to Eutopia.

Ancestral Paradises in Indigenous Beliefs

Many indigenous traditions envision paradise as an ancestral
homeland where one reconnects with forebears and spiritual realms.
Native American beliefs, for example, often view paradise as the
unspoiled natural world, reflecting an intimate connection to land
and heritage (Deloria, 2003).

Medieval European Nobility and the Hereafter

In Medieval Europe, paradise was sometimes viewed as the
continuation of noble lineage, where the aristocracy believed they
would be honored in the afterlife. This idea reflects an Inherited
Eutopia tied to social status, portraying paradise as a rightful
inheritance rather than an earned reward (Anderson, 1991).

5. Socially Constructed Eutopia
Definition and Characteristics

Socially Constructed Eutopia represents paradise formed through
societal or community effort, where people collectively build
environments or societies that strive toward harmonious living. This
form often reflects modern utopian experiments, emphasizing
communal living and shared ideals.

Intentional Communities and Communal Living

Intentional communities, such as communes, represent Socially
Constructed Eutopias where like-minded individuals work toward
harmony and sustainability. The Israeli Kibbutzim, for example,
formed in the early 20th century, aimed to embody socialist ideals
through communal work and shared property (Avineri, 1968).
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Digital Utopias

In the digital age, virtual platforms like Second Life offer users
opportunities to construct utopian communities in online spaces.
This digital paradise allows users to create idealized versions of
themselves and interact in environments that transcend physical
boundaries, reflecting humanity's enduring quest for paradise in
both physical and virtual realms (Boellstorff, 2008).

Conclusion

Eutopia reflects humanity’s diverse aspirations for an ideal
existence, one that varies significantly across religious,
philosophical, and cultural landscapes. Through religious promises
of paradise, philosophical blueprints for ideal societies, and
community-driven projects, these visions of Eutopia provide
frameworks that guide human thought and behavior. While some are
achievable through personal effort, others promise rewards beyond
this life, and still others require the commitment of entire societies.

The concept of Eutopia ultimately illustrates humanity’s drive
toward a harmonious existence, even as it reminds us of the
complexities and dangers inherent in our ideal visions.
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