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Abstract

This research article explores the creation and utilization of pseudo-clerics in Iran, a strategy
employed by various intelligence agencies to infiltrate and manipulate the socio-political and
religious landscape. We previously explained multiple aspects of the so-called "Mahan™ or
"Haman" plan to increase distrust among the people and the "Mahan™ psychological operation
plan, implemented by the SAVAK security advisor in the late Pahlavi regime under the military
government of General Gholam Reza Azhari. The operation, suggested by Mossad, aimed to
ridicule religious beliefs among the Iranian populace. The plan which involved utilizing pseudo-
clerics to propagate false religious visions has not been ceased. The article sheds light on the
psychological and social ramifications of such practices in the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Introduction

In recent decades, the Islamic Republic of Iran has faced numerous
challenges to its religious and political integrity. One of the more
insidious threats has been the infiltration of pseudo-clerics—
individuals posing as religious scholars with the intent to disrupt and
manipulate the socio-political order mainly by accelerating distrust
and social dissatisfaction amongst the government (Davoudpour, A.
R., 2024). This strategy, referred to as the "Haman Project,” has
roots in the complex history of intelligence practices and
psychological warfare aimed at undermining religious and political
stability (Davoudpour, A.R., 2024). While espionage is generally
forbidden from an Islamic perspective (Davoudpour, 2024), such practices
have historical roots in Jewish communities, where they are sometimes
praised or implemented. This is exemplified in the story of Esther and
Haman found in the Hebrew Bible, which underscores the strategic use of
intelligence and infiltration in Jewish history (Littman, 2008; Ginsburg,
2009).

Historical Background
The Islamic Revolution and Ideological Shift

The Islamic Republic of Iran, founded in 1979 following the Islamic
Revolution, initially drew its ideological foundation from prominent
figures such as Ayatollah Mahmoud Taleghani, Ali Shariati, and
Mohammad Beheshti. These ideologues emphasized a blend of
religious and philosophical thought aimed at creating a just and
progressive society. However, over time, the regime's focus shifted
towards a more rigid and doctrinal interpretation of Shi‘a Islam,
emphasizing rituals and practices that were not prioritized before the
revolution, such as extensive mourning ceremonies (Ashura) and
strict dress codes (hijab enforcement) (Abrahamian, 2008).

Emergence of Pseudo-Clerics

The transition towards a doctrinal and ritualistic state created an
environment where the educational system in religious seminaries
(Hawzas) produced a high number of graduates. This phenomenon
was partly due to the regime's satisfaction with the proliferation of
pan-Shi'a students and their dissatisfaction with the more
philosophical and ideological thinkers. Consequently, this
environment facilitated the infiltration of pseudo-clerics—




Journal of Iranian International Legal Studies

(lIntbar)
ISSN 2957-2169

individuals who could easily proclaim their conversion to Islam with
the simple recitation of the Shahada (the Islamic declaration of
faith), a process simpler than in many other religions (Keddie,
2006).

The Haman Project
Objectives and Strategies

The Haman Project as explained in earlier research (Davoudpour,
AR., 2024) represents a concerted effort by intelligence agencies
to exploit the religious and social framework of Iran. The project's
primary objectives included:

Spiritual Degradation: Introducing false religious teachings to
create confusion and diminish genuine spiritual values.

Social Dissatisfaction: Utilizing pseudo-clerics to sow discord and
dissatisfaction within society.

Political Manipulation: Infiltrating political and religious
institutions to influence policy and decision-making processes
(Dabashi, 2011).

These pseudo-clerics often exhibited significant intelligence and
acumen, enabling them to ascend the theoretical and practical ranks
within the religious and political systems.

Implementation and Impact

The implementation of the Haman Project involved the creation and
dissemination of misleading religious texts, particularly those
concerning the concept of Mahdism (belief in the Mahdi, a
messianic figure in Islam), and stringent interpretations of Sharia
law. These actions contributed to widespread dissatisfaction and
spiritual disillusionment among the populace. The pseudo-clerics'
role in this strategy was crucial, as their perceived legitimacy
allowed them to influence both public opinion and policy effectively
(Takeyh, 2009).
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The Role of Pseudo-Clerics in Politics
Infiltration Strategies

Pseudo-clerics have played a crucial role in the political sphere of
Iran, effectively using their religious guise to penetrate key
institutions. This infiltration often involved:

Assuming Leadership Positions: Pseudo-clerics have occupied
significant positions within governmental and semi-governmental
organizations, leveraging their influence to sway policy decisions.

Mobilizing Support: By exploiting their religious status, pseudo-
clerics have mobilized groups within society, often inciting or
manipulating public opinion to support governmental agendas.

Social and Political Dismantling

The role of pseudo-clerics extends beyond mere infiltration; they
have been instrumental in dismantling established social and
governmental structures. By promoting divisive ideologies and
undermining traditional values, they have contributed to a
fragmented social fabric (Dabashi, 2011).

Case Studies

There are few or no in-depth case studies focusing on pseudo-
clergy within the sphere of Iranian politics, media—including
private broadcasting companies—often disseminates baseless and
malevolent theological practices. These activities frequently
involve unknown sources of funding and can contribute to the
erosion of public trust and social cohesion. To effectively address
these issues, a more comprehensive and detailed study is
necessary. Such research would help identify effective strategies to
protect the integrity of societal and psychological order from the
disruptive influence of pseudo-clerical practices.

Conclusion

The infiltration and manipulation by pseudo-clerics, as part of the
broader Haman Project, have had profound implications for the
Islamic Republic of Iran. This strategy, rooted in historical
intelligence practices, has effectively undermined religious
integrity, fostered social dissatisfaction, and manipulated political
processes. Understanding the origins and impacts of such practices
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is crucial for developing countermeasures to protect the socio-
political and religious fabric of Iran. While we cannot mention any
direct names or case studies due to limitation of the field work in
this matter, it is evident that some of the extreme practices in the
political context have directly damaged the integrity of the Iranian
social Plato and led to significant Socio-psychological disorders.
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