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Abstract

The opposition to the Islamic Republic of Iran can be categorized based on their motivations and reasons
for dissent. This categorization differs from that of opponents to Iranian nationalism and the Iranian identity,
but the two can often overlap. Critics of Iran’s identity may use similar justifications to undermine the
critical infrastructures built by the nation's youth and the achievements of its self-sufficiency. At first
glance, it seems that transitioning away from the Islamic Republic is necessary. However, the Islamic
Republic is a product of the wounds and suffering inflicted upon the Middle East by crimes against
humanity and international Zionism.
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Introduction:

The Iranian uprising after the Islamic Revolution of 1979 has been a
tumultuous journey characterized by a complex interplay of social,
political, and economic forces. various Phases of resistance and opposition
movements in Iran, from the early years following the revolution shape
the contemporary history of the Iranian struggles against the regime. The
recent post by Donald Trump, the former President of the United States
and a Republican candidate for the upcoming presidential election, on the
social media platform Truth, has drawn considerable attention (26 July,
2024). In his statement, Trump addressed the potential threat to his life
from Iran, referencing a speech by Benjamin Netanyahu, the Prime
Minister of Israel, in which he mentioned a possible Iranian plot against
Trump and asked US government to obliterate Iran® in case of any threats
to his life. Such malevolent intentions requires a new perspective for
transition from Zionism ideology which aims to destroy the Iranian
sovereignty without distinction, as they already appeared in the case of
Gaza (Davoudpour, A. R., 2024). The malevolent practices range from
creating Pseudo-clerics to direct sabotage in Iranian infrastructure
(Davoudpour, A.R., 2024)

History of Iranian Opposition

The history of opposition in Iran since the 1979 revolution is a
testament to the resilience and determination of its people. From the
early days of the revolution to the contemporary struggles against
economic hardships and political repression, the Iranian opposition
has evolved, adapting to new challenges and opportunities. The
interplay between different factions, from leftist groups to
reformists and digital activists, continues to shape the landscape of
dissent in Iran.

The future of the Iranian opposition depends on various factors,
including the regime’s response to ongoing protests, the
international community’s stance, and the resilience of the Iranian
people. As the situation continues to evolve, it remains crucial for
both domestic and international actors to support peaceful and
democratic movements in Iran, ensuring that the voices of the
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oppressed are heard and respected. Knowing that a proposed
democracy by the Zionist front and its allies does not benefit the
sovereignty of the Iranian people (Davoudpour, A.R., 2024).

The Early Years (1979-1989): The Birth of Opposition

The overthrow of the Shah in 1979 marked the beginning of a new era in
Iran’s political history. The revolution, led by Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini, replaced the monarchical regime with an Islamic Republic.
However, the new government quickly faced opposition from various
factions dissatisfied with theocratic rule.

Leftist and Secular Opposition

In the immediate aftermath of the revolution, leftist groups and secular
intellectuals emerged as significant opponents. The People’s Mujahedin
Organization of Iran (MEK), the Tudeh Party, and other Marxist-Leninist
factions were particularly vocal. These groups opposed the Islamic
Republic’s theocratic framework and sought to establish a socialist state
(Hosseini, 2018). Additionally, secular students and intellectuals,
disillusioned by the regime’s repressive measures, formed underground
movements. The suppression of dissent was evident in the government’s
brutal crackdown on these groups, culminating in the mass executions of
political prisoners in 1988, an event known as the "1988 Massacre"
(Sadeghi, 2017).

The Iran-lrag War and Its Impact

The Iran-lrag War (1980-1988) further complicated the political
landscape. The conflict intensified internal divisions and led to severe
repression of opposition groups. The regime’s focus on the war effort
allowed little room for dissent, and many activists were imprisoned or
executed. The war also diverted attention from domestic issues,
solidifying the regime’s grip on power (Azimi, 2019). Despite the
suppression, opposition continued to simmer, with exiled groups such as
the National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) gaining prominence
abroad.

The Reformist Wave (1997-2005): A Glimmer of Hope

The election of Mohammad Khatami as President in 1997 brought a new
wave of hope for reformists and moderate Iranians. Khatami’s presidency
was marked by his advocacy for political liberalization, freedom of
speech, and civil liberties, sparking a reformist movement across the
country.

The Role of Civil Society
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Khatami’s tenure saw the flourishing of civil society organizations that
championed human rights, women’s rights, and democratic reforms.
These groups played a crucial role in mobilizing public support for
reformist agendas. The 1999 student protests, which began at Tehran
University, were a significant manifestation of this movement. The
protests, initially sparked by a police raid on a student dormitory, quickly
escalated into nationwide demonstrations, highlighting the widespread
discontent with the regime’s policies (Zibakalam, 2019).

The Constraints of Reform

Despite the reformist momentum, Khatami’s presidency faced significant
obstacles. The conservative factions, led by the Guardian Council and
other hardline institutions, continually blocked key reforms. The 2000
parliamentary elections, while relatively free, saw a significant number of
reformist candidates being disqualified, undermining the reformist agenda
(Kian, 2020). The reformist movement, although influential, struggled to
achieve substantial change, leading to a sense of disillusionment among
many lranians.

The Green Movement (2009): A Catalyst for Change

The 2009 presidential election, widely believed to be rigged, ignited the
Green Movement, one of the most significant opposition movements in
Iran’s history. The movement, led by presidential candidates Mir-Hossein
Mousavi and Mehdi Karroubi, demanded a recount of the election results
and called for the establishment of a democratic state.

Mass Protests and State Repression

The Green Movement saw millions of Iranians take to the streets in protest,
with widespread demonstrations across major cities. The movement was
characterized by its use of social media and digital platforms to organize
and mobilize supporters, bypassing traditional state censorship
(Mojtahedzadeh, 2018). However, the regime responded with brutal force,
leading to widespread arrests, violence, and the deaths of dozens of
protesters. The crackdown on the Green Movement highlighted the
regime’s willingness to use force to maintain its hold on power,
significantly suppressing the movement’s momentum (Farhi, 2019).

The Post-Green Movement Era (2010-Present): New Fronts of
Resistance
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In the years following the Green Movement, new forms of resistance have
emerged, shaped by economic hardship, technological advancements, and
changing social dynamics.

Economic Protests

Economic grievances have become a central theme of contemporary
protests. The 2017-2018 and 2019 uprisings were driven by widespread
dissatisfaction with economic conditions, including high unemployment,
inflation, and corruption. These protests, which saw thousands of people
across various cities taking to the streets, highlighted the deep economic
divides and the regime’s failure to address the populace’s basic needs
(Rahimian, 2020). The government’s harsh crackdown on these protests
further alienated many Iranians, fueling ongoing discontent.

Youth and Digital Activism

A new generation of activists, often utilizing social media and digital
platforms, has continued to challenge the regime’s authority. The rise of
digital activism has enabled young Iranians to express dissent more freely,
organize protests, and share information globally, circumventing
traditional state controls (Soleimani, 2021). This digital shift has
invigorated the opposition, creating new avenues for mobilization and
solidarity among diverse groups within Iranian society.

Categorization of Opposition of the
Islamic Republic

1. Political Opponents

Reformist Groups: These groups seek reforms within the system,
typically aiming to democratize governmental structures and expand
political and civil freedoms (solution: elections).

Nationalist Groups: These groups strive to preserve and enhance Iranian
national identity and often oppose religious policies and the intertwining
of religion with government (solution: elections).

Secularists and Republicans: These individuals and groups advocate for
the separation of religion from politics and the establishment of a republic
based on democratic principles and human rights (solution: elections).

2. Religious Opponents
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Religious Minority Groups: Some religious groups, such as Sunnis and
Baha’is, oppose the Islamic Republic due to religious discrimination and
restrictions imposed on their followers (solution: legislative and cultural
reforms).

Intra-Denominational Groups: Certain Shia groups oppose the ruling
system due to theological and interpretative disagreements (no specific
solution).

3. Social and Human Rights Opponents

Human Rights Activists: These groups oppose the Islamic Republic due
to widespread human rights violations, the suppression of dissent, and
restrictions on civil and social freedoms (solution: legislative and cultural
reforms).

Feminists and Women’s Rights Activists: These individuals oppose the
system because of discriminatory laws and extensive restrictions on
women’s rights and freedoms (solution: cultural activism and legislative
reforms).

4. Economic Opponents

Economic Elites and Traders: Some individuals and economic groups
oppose the system due to widespread corruption, economic
mismanagement, and ineffective economic policies that have led to
inflation and unemployment (solution: legislative changes and elections).

Workers and Low-Income Groups: These individuals oppose the
system because of economic inequalities, harsh working conditions, and
lack of job security (solution: combating Zionism, international sanctions,
elections, and legislative reforms).

5. Ethnic Opponents

Ethnic Minorities: Groups such as Kurds, Baluchis, and Arabs oppose
the Islamic Republic due to ethnic, cultural, and linguistic discrimination
and political repression (solution: cultural reforms and elections).

6. Cultural and Artistic Opponents

Cultural and Artistic Activists: These groups oppose the system due to
restrictions on freedom of expression, censorship, and governmental
pressure on art and culture (solution: cultural reforms, legislative changes,
and elections).

7. The Imperative of Fair Elections
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Fair elections are fundamental to the legitimacy and functionality of any
democratic system. For the Islamic Republic, this concept is critical for
bridging divides and ensuring that all voices are heard.

7.1 Challenges to Fair Elections in Iran
The Iranian electoral process has faced numerous challenges, including:

Political Restrictions: Candidates often face significant hurdles,
including disqualification by the Guardian Council, which oversees
candidate vetting (Khamenei, 2017).

Media Bias: State-controlled media often favors candidates aligned with
the establishment, limiting the exposure of independent and opposition
candidates (Rahimi, 2019).

Voter Suppression: Reports of voter intimidation and suppression,
particularly in marginalized communities, undermine the integrity of
elections (Aghajari, 2020).

7.2 Proposed Reforms for Fair Elections
To enhance the fairness of elections, several reforms are proposed:

Independent Electoral Oversight: Establishing an independent body to
oversee elections can help ensure transparency and fairness (Beheshti,
2018).

Media Reforms: Promoting media pluralism and allowing independent
media to operate freely can provide a platform for diverse viewpoints
(Pazargadi, 2021).

Voter Education and Participation: Implementing programs to educate
voters on their rights and encourage participation can strengthen
democratic engagement (Sanei, 2020).

Conclusion

Opposition to the Islamic Republic of Iran has various and complex
reasons, ranging from political and economic issues to social, human
rights, and cultural concerns. Each group of opponents has specific
motivations and reasons for their dissent based on their experiences and
viewpoints. In some cases, due to the Islamic Republic’s history of crimes
and human rights violations, the resentment and vengeance of the victims’
families can lead to individual or collective violence and revenge.
Additionally, third countries influencing the structures of the Islamic
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Republic exacerbate public dissatisfaction with the system through harsh
and malevolent policies and projects like sanctions.

Ultimately, the Islamic Republic must choose between war-making and
destruction and safe transition from both destructive and psychologic
impacts of war (Davoudpour, A.R., 2024), stemming from belligerent
policies, and cultural reform and surgery. It must address the concerns of
at least sixty percent of eligible voters and those who abstain from voting,
ensuring they do not feel alienated or deprived of their rights. The Islamic
Republic should be more indebted to its people rather than aligning with
its Israeli counterpart and engaging in crimes against its opponents. It is
evident that the cycle of violence is always favored by Zionists and
factions supported by the USA and Israel, with few exceptions.
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